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Hebrews 5:5-10
5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
 Commentary: 
So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. (5:5)
After reminding his readers of the old covenant priesthood, the writer of Hebrews now exalts the better priesthood. The first covenant is now obsolete (Heb. 8:13). This does not mean that we are left without a high priest. The truth is, we now have a better and far superior High Priest. Jesus Christ, our perfect High Priest, did not take this honor to Himself, but He was appointed by God (see v. 4). Jesus proclaimed in John 7:18,
He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.
And most assuredly, there is no unrighteousness in Jesus Christ. In another place He said,

If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me. (John 8:54)
The high priests of the old covenant were taken from among men. The great High Priest of the better and enduring covenant was taken from heaven itself - the very Creator became a man. Yes, He was taken from among men, but He was not just a man. The Father appointed His Own beloved eternal Son. No wonder His priesthood is far superior. 

 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.(5:6)
Jesus Christ is not a priest according to the order of Aaron, but according to the order of  Melchizedek; that king-priest who lived at the time of Abraham (Gen. 14:18-20). Nothing is known of this man's lineage or ancestry. He was a king of Salem (now Jerusalem). His priesthood preceded that of Aaron and did not end when Aaron's priesthood ended.

In addition, this priesthood of Jesus Christ's is a kingly priesthood. O, what a better Mediator. We are represented by the King of the universe Himself!

What shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is He who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. (Rom. 8:31-34)
 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; (5:7)
Here Christ's superiority over Aaron is demonstrated again. He met all the qualifications for high priest mentioned in verses 1-4 and surpassed them infinitely. Jesus was compassionate towards men, was identified with them, and understood them. He was a man Himself - just like any high priest that served in the temple. However, who had the compassionate understanding like that of our High Priest, who in the days of His flesh, offered up prayers and supplications with vehement cries and tears to God? Who loved his people like Jesus? High priests taken from Aaron's line were also descendants of Adam. As such, they had the self-centered tendencies of their father. Who understands his people like Jesus? He is our Maker. He discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. All things are naked and open to His eyes. He is an omniscient High Priest! He knows us better than we know ourselves. And knowing us this intimately, He still loves us intimately and infinitely. This is an amazing thing. This can be because in His perfect sacrifice, He has dealt with our sins and cast them from us as far as the east is from the west. He has reconciled us to God, by His blood. It is His obedience to the Father's will that purchased this redemption for us (Phil. 2:8). He knows our needs. We like to think that we do, but if the truth be known, we aren't always thinking righteously. Praise God. We have a High Priest who does, and who has the full perspective of all things. He sees the end from the beginning. What a Mediator we have in the Lord Jesus Christ!

 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; (5:8)
What a committed High Priest - and though a King, He did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many. Christ does not just identify with our situations and suffering through His omniscience, but also through experience. He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. Though He was God's Own Son, He was not exempt from suffering. He understands that obedience costs. Believe me, He understands! And He proclaims it is worth the cost. O how we need the faith to believe it always. He went it alone, forsaken by those closest to Him. For Him there was no other way than to trust and obey. Is your heart breaking in billows of sorrow? Are you experiencing hardship and pain? Jesus knows. He understands. Even as I try to come alongside you; even if I've had a similar experience, I cannot relate to you as our Elder Brother. He is the perfect intercessor. He has gone before and promises to be with us. "I will never leave you nor forsake you,"  is His rock-solid promise. His perfect example calls us to commit ourselves to Him who judges righteously. Commit yourself to the God who knows what is best and sees the big picture. Let us not glory in our wisdom. Let us not glory in our might. Let us not glory in our riches. Let us glory in this - that we understand and know the Lord (Jer. 9:23-24). Let us glory in His wisdom. Let us glory in His might. Let us glory in His riches. O, He is someone we can trust!

 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; (5:9)
Jesus, having fulfilled these requirements, became the perfect High Priest. His perfect obedience shows Him to be the perfect High Priest. Thus, He needed no sacrifice for Himself. In fact, He then was able to offer up Himself as the perfect sacrifice, acceptable to God. He alone is the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him in faith (Rom. 1:5, John 6:29, 2 Thess. 1:8). Eternal salvation originates with Him - as does faith and obedience. Apart from Him we can do nothing. Praise God that Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith that leads to obedience in our lives.

 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. (5:10)
God, You, who knows all things, have called Your Own dear Son as the High Priest that would glorify You. He is the One we needed. You have implemented a better and enduring priesthood. Let us glorify the One who did not glorify Himself to become High Priest. Father, glorify Your Son in those You have given Him. Though He is no longer in the world in human form, He has not forsaken us. Cause us to learn obedience by the things we suffer. Grant us the faith to believe in our heart that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18).
We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. (2 Cor. 4: 8-10)
What an exalted privilege! Let us remember,

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. (2 Cor. 4:17)
As a royal priesthood, with such a gracious and precious High Priest, let us live for His glory and let us fulfill our ministry of reconciliation. To us who have been reconciled to God by Jesus Christ and His perfect sacrifice, He has committed the Word of reconciliation. We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us. Let us implore sinners, on Christ's behalf, to be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (See 2 Cor. 5:18-21).
