Commentary on the Book of Hebrews
written by Murray McLellan 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (4:14-16)
 Commentary: 
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. (4:14)
In chapter 3, verse 1, the writer of Hebrews has called us, who are partakers of the heavenly calling, to consider (to set our minds on) the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus. He then showed how this ultimate Apostle (sent one) is the very Son who is the fulfillment of the shadows pictured by Moses. He is the Greater Sent One, whose redemption is greater, for it is from slavery to sin unto eternal life. He is our Sabbath rest, in which we cease from our labors and rest secure and satisfied in His perfect and finished work. Now the writer causes us to consider our great High Priest - a High Priest far superior to Aaron.

The priests under the old covenant were mediators between God and the people of Israel. Only the High Priest could offer the highest sacrifice once a year on the Day of Atonement. He alone could enter the veiled Holy of Holies, where blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat.

To enter the Holy of Holies, the High Priest had to put on a linen garment and pass through the three areas of the Tabernacle (and later the Temple). He took blood from the sacrifice and passed through the outer court, into the Holy Place, and then through the veil into the Holy of Holies. He did not sit down, nor did he stay in the presence of the Shekinah glory of God. He sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice and then left, not to return for another year.

Our glorious and holy God did not destroy and annihilate the sinful and rebellious human race because of His covenant promise - the Seed! In the animal sacrifice on the Day of Atonement, God, in His mind's eye, saw the coming fulfillment. That picture provided a temporary covering against the wrath of God, for it pointed to the great Day of Atonement on Calvary where our great High Priest offered Himself as the perfect and complete and all sufficient atonement for His people.

Then, passing through the three heavens  into the Most Holy Place - the Holy of Holies - the very dwelling place of the glory of the God Most High - He sprinkled His own precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Through this sacrifice, once for all, He obtained eternal redemption for all who would cast themselves upon Him in faith. He set the captives free! And then He sat down - for it was finished! No more once a year sacrifice, for this was no mere creature. This was the very Son of God Himself! And He remains in the presence of the Father, seated on His throne at the Father's right hand. He alone is the access to God for sinful man. You either rest in Christ's finished atonement or else you are storing up wrath for the day of judgment.

Let us demonstrate that our confession is more than mere lip service by holding fast to our great High Priest. Let us cling to Him, for He alone is our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Hold fast to the God that holds us fast in His hand, for He is to be desired far above rubies and gold. Let us hold fast our confession - "Christ - our righteousness!"

 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (4:15)
Our great High Priest is not so far removed from human life and concerns that He cannot sympathize. Our High Priest is a Man. Yes, He is God, but miracle of miracles, God became flesh, dwelt among us, and humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

He has perfect understanding. He walked this sod with greater love, disappointment, grief, higher stndards of righteousness, and greater sensitivity to sin and evil than we. Do we forget that His sinless holiness would cause the sin (and all its consequences) of this world to grieve and pain Him far greater than those of us who are still walking in sinful flesh? Do we forget Gethsemane? Oh, this Man of Sorrows knows about temptation, testing, pain, enduring, bearing up under, and weakness (human frailty). He has been here.

 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (4:16)
Yes, the throne is a throne of grace. We are beckoned to come, not because we are worthy, but because He is worthy and we have His imputed righteousness. This is not a throne of debt or works, but of grace, for we need continual mercy and grace. The time of need is now! Without Him we can do nothing! If we come to obtain mercy and find grace, we will receive and find that His grace is indeed sufficient!

Historically, it was a dangerous thing to approach the throne of a king.

All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that any man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, he has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live. (Esther 4:11)
Come boldly. The golden scepter is held out to us who believe, held by a nailed-scarred hand.

As Esther in Esther 5:1-3,
Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, across from the king's house, while the king sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the entrance of the house. So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, that she found favor in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in His hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter. And the king said to her, "What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given to you - up to half the kingdom!"   
Oh, we have been clothed in the royal robes of Jesus Christ Himself. We come into the inner court in His righteous robes, standing in a beauty not our own. We find favor in His sight, receiving not half His kingdom, but being made a joint heir with Christ! Oh what supreme grace!

We do not have to scheme and deceive as Jacob did, clothing himself as Esau, the favored son, to gain acceptance and the blessing. No, for the favored Son Himself clothes us. When the Father smells us - yes, it is the aroma of His favored Son. When He touches us - yes, it is not our flesh He feels, but the glory of His favored Son. There is no deceit here. There is no injustice, for our Father sees perfectly well. Our Mediator does not just clothe us on the outside, but He changes our heart. Because of the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation (a mercy seat) by His blood, God is JUST to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

So let us rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation!

