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Hebrews 6:4-8
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:     8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.
 
Commentary: 
For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (6:4-6)
After exhorting those readers, who were stuck in the pictures and shadows of the Old Covenant, to move on to maturity (the reality in Christ), the writer lays out a serious warning.

Clearly the pronouns "those" and "they" identify those who fall away as unbelievers. The writer is confident concerning true believers. Those who have true salvation will endure to the end (see v. 9). It is unbelievers (regardless of how they view themselves or how they are viewed by others) who are in danger of losing salvation. For these particular listeners have the opportunity presented and the knowledge of Christ before them. If they forsake Him, there is no other Savior.

If one is presented with the truth about sin and salvation and exposed to the glories of Christ and consciously decides to continue in rejection of Him, how does he anticipate making himself repent later? If one's heart is hardened now to walk away from and look away from the fountain of living waters to self-hewn cisterns that are broken and can hold no water, why would he return later when his heart is even more calloused? The act of rejecting such an altogether lovely High Priest will most certainly harden one's heart even further. Christ will not be any more lovely and glorious in five years than He is now. If one's heart and conscience is seared and scarred over even more, there will never be repentance.

Many have told me, after hearing much teaching and the gospel of Christ, that maybe they'll later decide to repent, but for now they want to pursue the things in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. However, there is a problem in their thinking. They feel it is up to them to decide for Christ. They believe that it is simply a matter of "accepting" Him. Unfortunately for them, the issue is that they are not acceptable to Him. Only a miraculous work of God could ever make it possible for God to accept them! What they fail to grasp is that salvation is of God, and repentance is impossible for them, as it is with every sinner, unless God, in sovereign grace, grants repentance. They fail to recognize the impossibility of any act of righteousness (such as repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ) on our part. 

Jesus told His disciples, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  Who then can be saved? "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." (See Matt. 19:24-26)
The Jews that the writer is particularly addressing in this context had obviously heard the apostles preach. They had seen them perform signs and wonders and various miracles (see Heb. 2:4). They were enlightened in the sense of Matthew 4:16, "The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." They had tasted but not eaten; they had partaken of the things the Holy Spirit was doing. Perhaps some had even received physical healing or had benefitted in many other ways, being associated with the apostles and the true saints of God. 

Also, these people had the advantage of being raised under the Old Covenant which continually gave them sights and sound, smells, words, and experiences pointing to the New Covenant reality in Jesus Christ. If they think so little of Christ, they are like their brethren who crucified Him. They are casting in their lot with them and "for themselves" (i.e. as far as they are concerned) they are crucifying Him again. They are proclaiming, "Away with such a One. We will not have this Man reign over us!" They are taking their stand with the crucifiers. They have seen and heard the evidence in the unjust trial of their mind. After hearing and seeing and tasting, they, in hatred of the light, fall away into the darkness, lest their evil be exposed.

 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned. (6:7,8)
Here we have an illustration of soils (compare Matt. 13:3-23). The gospel message falls like rain. Those whom God has determined to bless, grow and bear fruit for His glory. Some growth, however, is unproductive and becomes thorny and worthless - good only for burning. 

For those of us who can grasp the seriousness of sin and Christ, does this not warn us about playing around in the sewers of sin. What are we doing? Jesus is the fountain of living water. He satisfies, remember? Fight against the unbelief with which the world, the devil, and this present world system seek to invade our hearts and minds. The truth is, our sinless Savior is all together lovely. He does all things well. If we listen carefully to Him and eat what is good, will not our soul delight itself in abundance? (Isa. 55:2) If we have tasted with "made-alive" tastebuds, we'll open for more. "Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." (Ps. 81:10)

