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Commentary on Hebrews 2:1-3 

"Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the word spoken by angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,"
After exalting the Son in chapter one (the Heir and Lord of all, who alone "by Himself purged our sins," whose name is over all, worthy of all worship from angels and all creatures, God's final Word), it is as if the writer just has to break into an appeal. Have you heard? Then don't neglect.  Where else shall we go?  Who else has the Words of eternal life? Where else can you go for the purging of your sins?  Would you go back to the word spoken by angels?

It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator... the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. (Gal. 3:19, 24)
There is but one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus! Would you drift away to the law?  How will you then be justified?  "Every transgression and disobedience will receive a just reward" (i.e. judgment!)  "By the works of the law no flesh shall be justified." If those who neglected the words of the Old Covenant and its temporary earthly blessing were judged severely with holy judgment, what can those expect who neglect the Word of the Lord and His great New Covenant Salvation - which is eternal?  How many hear and yet neglect; consumed by that which is temporary and passing away? If Jesus, the very sinless One, should become flesh and endure the cross for wretched sinners (under no compulsion or need of His own), to share with us His life, that we might behold His glory and delight and rejoice and be satisfied fully in His beautiful perfection for all of eternity, and His creatures neglect Him... how shall they escape judgment - judgment worthy of such a crime? 

"Be astonished, O heavens, at this, And be horribly afraid; Be very desolate," says the Lord.  "For My people have committed two evils;   They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns - broken cisterns that can hold no water." (Jeremiah 2:12-13)
Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?  (Heb. 10: 28-29)
May our knowledge of the excellency of Christ also cause us to burst out with an appeal.  We, as His ambassadors, being graciously privileged to be part of the triumph, carry the message of that great salvation "which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us who heard Him" (and then to us through their Word as they spoke moved by the Holy Spirit).  What a salvation we have to rest in and proclaim!  Let us not neglect such a glorious Savior, getting caught up with things that are seen - for the things which are seen are temporary.  Let us diffuse the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

This message of the Son demands a response.  To ignore or neglect Christ is a sin of immense proportions.  This so great salvation is found in Christ alone, who said,

He who finds His life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.
(Matt. 10:39)
