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 I. Wisdom -

As we continue to study God’s attributes, we want to remind you that our goal in this series of studies is to magnify the Lord in your eyes and heart, and to show what a great God we have to fear and love and worship and serve. May this study enhance your knowledge of God, resulting in greater love for Him and for others. 
It is a supreme privilege to explore the excellencies of God, as He has revealed Himself in the Scriptures. The attributes of God are a description of who He is. The Scriptures are the primary source of our instruction concerning God’s attributes. 
A study of the attributes of God - seeing God as He is - is a life-transforming experience. Great men and women of God were those who had a passion to know God in truth. Look at the response of Job, to whom God revealed Himself in truth. (Read Job 42:1-6) Job came to know God more fully, which caused him to think rightly about God and thus respond rightly to God and his suffering and circumstances. 
Everything Moses learned of God caused Him to want to know Him more. (Read Ex. 33:18-34:8) From the time that God first revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush until those days on Mt. Sinai, Moses continued to grow in the knowledge of this incredible God who in grace had revealed Himself to him. Moses learned that living close to God is dangerous for those who harbor sin and unrighteousness. God made it clear that sinful men must keep their distance (Ex. 19:21-24). If God were present among His people and they persisted in their sin, He would destroy them (Ex. 33:3). Sinful men cannot fellowship with a holy God as sinners. Moses also learned that it is God Himself who alone can provide the means for fellowship. In the Passover lamb and the whole tabernacle and sacrificial system, God pictured the "Way" for sinners to have peace with their holy Creator. God manifests His glory to His chosen ones so they may worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
When people do not seek to know God, they draw back from Him and eventually fashion a "god" of their own making (Ex. 32:1-8, 33:7-11). Let us join with Moses and say with him, "Please show me Your glory." (Ex. 33:18) God’s glory is all that He is. Let us not study God and His revealed attributes as a mere academic exercise, but rather to know God. "Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I might know You and that I may find grace in Your sight." (Moses’ prayer in Ex. 33:13) Moses knew that in order to walk faithfully, pleasing God, He had to know the God he desired to honor. 
A study of the attributes of God allows no casual bystanders. We either respond in humble worship, in absolute submission, or we turn from God, creating in His place a "lesser god" of our own making - a "god" in whose presence we feel comfortable - even while we sin. 

Let us begin this study with great zeal. 

Wisdom 

To glorify God at all times and in all circumstances, depends upon our trusting that God is wise in everything He does and in all His dealings with His children. 
In God is found wisdom and knowledge that is unsurpassed and infinite. The beauty of God is that each of His attributes compliment His other attributes. Wisdom without power is wasted. Power without wisdom is frightening. When you consider God’s infinite power, presence, and knowledge altogether, it is great comfort and encouragement for believers. Since God is the sovereign ruler over all there is and over all that occurs; and since God is working out His plan; it is thrilling to remember and know that our God - the sovereign God "who works all things according to the counsel of His will" (Eph. 1:11) - is all-wise. 

[Job 12:13; Isa. 40:28; Rom. 11:33-36; Job 9:4; Ps. 147:5] 

God’s wisdom is vastly superior to human wisdom (Isa. 55:8-9). 

[Job 28:12-28; Jer. 51:15] 

God alone is wise. 

[Rom. 16:25-27; 1 Tim. 1:17; Jude 25] 

God is the source of wisdom. 

[Prov. 2:6; Dan. 2:20; James 1:5] 

Wisdom is based on knowledge. Wisdom cannot exist without a knowledge of all the facts pertinent to any purpose or plan. The God who is all-wise is, of course, all-knowing. God knows everything. He knows what men are thinking (Ezek. 11:5; Luke 5:21-22). He knows everything that is going to happen - for in His power, He determines it according to His wisdom - in which He knows everything that could happen, under any set of circumstances. God knows all the possibilities (1 Sam. 23:10-12; Mt. 11:20-24). God’s omniscience undergirds His wisdom. 

Wisdom is not just knowledge, it is "know how". Wisdom entails the ability to formulate the very best of plans, for the very best of purposes, and to carry it out in the very best and most effective manner. (Isn’t God’s omnipotence a great attribute to combine with wisdom?! God is not lacking any power to carry out His most wise plan. See Dan. 2:20) 

God’s wisdom is revealed in creation. 

[Ps. 104:24; Ps. 136:5; Jer. 10:12] 

God’s wisdom is revealed in Christ and His church (salvation). 

[Eph. 1:7-10; 3:8-13; 1 Cor. 1:18-30-31] Does not the cross of Christ demonstrate God’s wisdom? It is here that "Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed." (Ps. 85:10) Even Satan saw the wisdom of God there and tasted defeat (Heb. 2:14-15). Look at the cross if you doubt the wisdom of God and lack the ability to trust Him in the darkest hours. Trust His wisdom implicitly, even when you don’t understand. Remember the cross and be encouraged. (Col. 2:2-3) 

A.W. Tozer said of those who are God’s children by His grace: "With the goodness of God to desire our highest welfare, the wisdom of God to plan it, and the power of God to achieve it, what do we lack? Surely we are the most favored of all creatures." 

Does not knowing that God is all-wise enable us to better trust Him? To do anything less than commit ourselves completely to our Lord in simple trust during the troubling times in our lives is to insult His wisdom. To resist Him, question Him, doubt Him, or criticize what He allows in our lives is to deny that He is the only wise God, and claim that we are wiser that He. In infinite wisdom He rules all things everywhere and at all times for the salvation and good of His people and the glory of His own great name. God’s plan has never broken down. It is working towards the best goal - God’s glory. Also, this is the best way for that end to be reached. Notice in Eph. 3:13, the "therefore". It is all based on the knowledge of God’s wisdom as Paul has just extolled in the previous verses. (i.e. "If the Lord has placed me here in prison, it MUST BE because He has some wise design in view. Surely, we can trust Him!" See also Phil 1:12. Remember Acts 16:22-34.) 
Regardless what happens, God’s grace is sufficient for us. And praise His name, for His grace has revealed to us and enabled us to trust His wisdom! May we accept all things as wisely appointed by our heavenly Father who truly "knows best!" 

