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G. Sovereignty -

I certainly hope through these Bible studies, to magnify God in your eyes and show what a great God we have to fear and love and worship and serve. 

Because God is infinite, we cannot fully comprehend Him. He is beyond our thinking. He is infinite in His being and in all His attributes. If God is infinite in all His attributes (i.e. knowledge, presence, and power), then it naturally falls into place that He is sovereign; and that is exactly what the Scripture affirms! 

The Babylonian Empire was the greatest power in the world of its day, and its king, Nebuchadnezzar, had no equal. But the great king had not been sleeping well. Whenever he tried to go to sleep, troubling thoughts from a recent dream flooded his mind and he was terrified. He tried to get help from his magicians and astrologers and diviners, but to no avail. 
Finally he turned to Daniel, remembering that it was Daniel who had helped him with a frightening dream earlier in his reign. He carefully described his nightmare. It was about a huge tree that grew to the sky and continued to provide food and shelter for all until suddenly a holy messenger from heaven declared that the tree would be cut down. The messenger added: 

"This decision is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the word of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will, and sets over it the lowest of men." (Dan. 4:17) 

Whatever dramatic event that dream anticipated, its purpose would be to convince the inhabitants of the earth that the Most High God rules the affairs of men. We call that great truth the sovereignty of God. It was essential that Nebuchadnezzar understand it; so important, in fact, that God let him lose his mind, grovel in the fields like an animal, and eat grass like an ox until he was willing to admit it. He finally did. After recuperating from his ordeal, he praised and honored the Most High God who lives forever, and said: 

"For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ´What have You done?´" (Dan. 4:34-35) 

Nebuchadnezzar learned the doctrine of God´s sovereignty well and it is just as important for us to understand it. 



The Meaning of God´s Sovereignty -

  Sovereign - means chief or highest, supreme in power, superior in position, independent and unlimited by anyone else. 
We need to know Him as the sovereign God. There is probably no more comforting truth about Him that we, the children of God, will ever learn. 

(i.e When my son, Blair, was two and a half years old, he got lost in a lake and forest region of northern Saskatchewan --- God´s sovereignty was my rock bed during that time. I was only a new Christian, but I had seen that God, in the Scriptures, revealed Himself to me as sovereign.) 

To know the sovereign God is to find peace in the problems and pressures of daily living. 

Yet, this is exactly what natural man hates - the true God who rules over all as sovereign Lord. As sovereign, He has the right to do as He wills with His own; to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without consulting them. The sovereign God on the throne is not the God the world loves. For they do not trust Him. They do not trust His goodness - or His holiness - or His wisdom - that He will do all things right and best. No, man does not want to give God this right for man wants to be a god himself. Man wants to be his own lord. 

If you cannot rejoice in God´s sovereignty, you must suspect God´s heart. For if you believe the Best of all beings has all things in His control, that would be a cause for great rejoicing! 
God is in control of all things and people, and is directing all things according to His own will and to the praise of His own glory. God is supreme and as such, He is the only One who has the right to act for His own glory. 

God is truly and perfectly sovereign. That means He is the highest and greatest being there is. He controls everything. His will is absolute. He does whatever He pleases. 
Most people can handle that pretty well - until God allows something that we do not like. Then men react in resistance to the doctrine of His sovereignty. 


The Proclamation of God´s Sovereignty - 

That God reveals this about Himself, no one can deny. 

Isa. 44:6 
Heb. 6:13 
Deut. 4:39 
Ps. 95:3 
Ps. 135:5-6 
Isa. 40:12-18, 22, 25, 28 
1 Tim. 6:15 

If God made everything and sustains everything by His power, then He obviously owns everything and has a right to rule what is His and do whatever He pleases with it. 
And He did make everything .... John 1:3 and Col. 1:16! 
Not only did He create all things, but He created them for Himself - for His own glory. Read Prov. 16:4. God uses all things - even wickedness to fulfill His own eternal purposes. 

Furthermore, what He has made for Himself, He is presently holding together (Col. 1:17). God the Son keeps the particles of the universe from flying apart. 

If God created everything and now takes the necessary steps to make it hold together, He must consider it all to be His. And that is exactly what the Scripture teaches. 
1 Chron. 29:11 
Ps. 24:1 
Ps. 89:11 
Gen. 14:19 ("God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth") 
Deut. 10:14 
Ps. 50:10-12 

David recognized this. (See 1 Chron. 29:12; Ps. 103:19; Ps. 66:7) 
Read Rev. 19:6 - His omnipotence provides the strength to do what His sovereignty gives Him the right to do. 

Knowing that the sovereign God of the universe rules everything, gave godly King Jehoshaphat great encouragement when he faced invading enemy armies (Read 2 Chron. 20:5-6). 

The Extent of God´s Sovereignty -

Since God is infinite, His sovereignty must be absolute. His rule must involve total control of everything in His dominion - every circumstance, every situation, every event. God´s sovereignty means that He either directly causes or consciously permits everything that happens in human history. 

Rom. 11:36 
Eph. 1:11 
Isa. 45:7 
Prov. 16:33 
Lam. 3:37-38 
Isa. 46:9-10 
Ps. 115:3 
Job 42:2 

If God is sovereign, then we have no right to argue with Him about what He allows to happen to us (Matt. 20:15; Isa. 45:9; Jer. 27:5; Rom. 9:18-21). 

The Mystery of God´s Sovereignty -

We need to remember, however, that God is beyond our comprehension. Many humans can only grasp absolute sovereignty in terms of people who control puppets on a string or program computerized robots. This is the only way a man can have total control. But God is not like a man! He can control all, and yet have people at the same time make choices and decisions for which he is totally responsible. 

We have definitely seen the Bible affirm that God is sovereign over all. Does the Bible also affirm human responsibility? 

Watch these 2 truths brought together in Acts 2:23. (See also Mt. 26:24) 

See Mt. 27:15 (note: "whom they wished" -- the choice was theirs) 
             v. 16 -17 ( Was the choice entirely theirs? Yes.) 
             v. 22 (What did God decree and purpose and plan for His Son? That He would be crucified, right? What did that mob demand that day? They demanded the very thing that God purposed. Was God´s will performed? Was God´s plan worked out? Were they guilty for what they did? Absolutely!) 
             v. 24-25 (The only thing that would satisfy them was the shed blood of Jesus and the only thing that would satisfy God´s holy wrath against sin, was the shed blood of Jesus.) 

The very thing that their wicked hearts demanded was the very thing that God decreed and purposed. Was God ever more in control of a situation than He was on that day? That was the day that the Lord had made! (Psalm 118:22-24) Did man ever do any worse deed than he did that day? And yet out of it has come our salvation in accordance with God´s perfect will. 

Do you see that God is always in control? He is working out His purposes. He uses everybody, always accomplishing His purposes, and rightly punishing people who disobey Him and unknowingly and without desiring to, perform His will. 

[Illustration: drunken train attendant who because of his drunken stupor, does not throw the switch to cause the train to switch tracks. 
                           - example 1 - train wrecks and 225 people die. 
                           - example 2 - unknown to the switchman, the bridge has been washed out and because of his not throwing the switch, the train is saved. 

In which case is he guilty? It depends upon the basis on which you judge him. If you judge him on the basis of outcome, then he´d be a hero in the 2nd case. But if you judge him on his own works and motives, he is just as guilty BOTH times.] 

[Illustration 2 - Owner of orchard and his enemy who chopped down the owner´s favorite tree to hurt him. However, in so doing accomplished exactly what the owner was planning to do so that he could build a summer house in that exact spot]. 

Do you ever feel like a victim? You need to read of Joseph (Gen. 45:4-8; 50:20). His brothers did what they did out of hatred and they are guilty and must repent, but God, who rules over all, used their evil intent and purposes to accomplish His ends for His glory! 

[Illustration - An elderly lady was praying out loud in front of an open window. She had neither food nor money, and she was pleading with God to supply her with something to eat. Two boys heard her and decided to mock her faith. They went down to the store and bought a loaf of bread and some milk. They then stealthily put the milk through the window. When the lady opened her eyes and saw the food, she praised God for hearing and answering her prayers. The boys stuck their heads up above the window sill and said, " Woman, you are stupid. God did not send those things. We put them there, and we did it just to prove to you how dumb you are. God did not bring that milk and bread, we brought them." 
What would you say in a case like that? The lady smiled, thanked the boys for the food, and then said, " Maybe the devil brought these things, but God sent them."] 

I would encourage every reader to get a copy of the booklet, "The Sovereignty of God in Providence" by John G. Reisinger from which the above illustrations were taken (as well as its companion, "The Sovereignty of God in Prayer"). 

The Message of God´s Sovereignty -

Thus, let us never be in the depths of dispair - our God, who is our heavenly Father, is sovereign! Let us say with David, "As for God, His way is perfect." (Ps. 18:30) Let us trust Him as He has exhorted us. What seems like calamity will work for the best. Abraham did not always understand God´s purposes, yet he trusted Him. "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Gen. 18:25) David, too, said, "My times are in Your hand." He was referring to all the situations and circumstances of daily living. The course of life, all that befalls a believer is established, fixed, and settled by the Lord. Things may be out of our control, but God has them in control at every moment. Find peace and rest in that truth. Job found this peace and cried out, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him." 
If you had stood in the crowd that day of the crucifixion, you may not have understood it or seen the hand of God in it, but God was working a most marvellous purpose - for His glory and our greatest joy and blessing! Can we not trust One who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? (Rom. 8:32; see also Rom. 5:10) 

We need to see God´s hand in all things and know that sovereign grace and love is controlling all things. This truth of God is like a Rock of Gibraltar beneath our feet. 

Christian, this is your God! Take courage and have hope. You are absolutely secure in the shadow of His wings. 

If you are not a Christian, then remember, this is the God against whom you rebel. You have consciously chosen to hate His authority and despise His grace. If you have never bowed your heart and will in true repentance and faith to this great God, then, of all people, you are both the most miserable and the most foolish. How can you even think you can fight against such a God and ever prevail? Turn to Him in faith and discover that He is just as merciful as He is sovereign! 

