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E. Immutability -

This attribute concerns the “change-less-ness” of God. God is devoid of all change, not only in His Being, but also in His perfections (attributes), purposes and promises. God is above all growth or decay. (Rom.1:23) Change would be for better or worse. If God changed for the better, He is not now absolute and perfect. If God changed for the worse, He would not be absolute or perfect following the change. 
· God is not subject to change. Mal.3:6 

· God is immutable in His nature. James 1:17 

· God is immutable in His attributes. ie. The power of God is ever the same. (it is eternal - Rom. 1:20) There is no increase to His knowledge. Acts 15:18 

· God is immutable in His Decrees. Psalm 33:11 ; Prov. 19:21 ; Isa. 14:24 ; Isa. 46:9-11 ; Num. 23:19 ; Heb.6:17 

Human nature cannot be relied upon, but God can! All praise to His glorious name! He is ever the same. His purpose is fixed. His will is stable. His word is sure. Isa.54:10. What a rock to fix our feet upon, while the mighty torrent is sweeping away everything around us! What terror for the wicked. 

Those who defy Him, who break His laws, who have no concern for His glory, but who live their lives as though He existed not - though He suffers long - He will execute the promised judgment against sin. God is holy, unchangingly so. Therefore God hates sin; eternally hates it. Hence the eternality of the punishment of all who die in their sins. 

God can and does change His activities. Psalm 102:25-27
God’s character does not change in the slightest degree. ie. As an unbeliever God was angry with me, as a believer I have peace with God. God’s response to me is different but that is because God has not essentially changed- I was changed. (ie. Someone riding a bike in the wind; first into the wind - he turns around and the wind helps him - the wind has not changed. It no longer opposes the man because he has changed his direction in relation to the unchanging wind.) 

God does respond differently to different situations and does change His activities. (ie. God created the universe and stopped creating ; He required animal sacrifices - He doesn’t anymore ; Jesus took upon Himself a human nature (incarnation). God does change what He does. 

 Is it important to understand God is immutable? 

Think - 

- If God could change for the better (in His being, perfections, purposes, or promises) then He was not the best possible Being when we first trusted Him. 

- How could we be sure He is the best possible being now? 

- If God could change for the worse then what kind of God might He become? Might He become a little bit evil rather than wholly good? And, if He could become a little bit evil, then how do we know He could not change to become largely evil - or wholly evil? 

How could we ever trust such a God who could change? How could we ever commit our lives to an ever-changing God? 

If God could change with regard to His purposes, then even though when the Bible was written, He promised that Jesus would come back to rule over a new heaven and new earth, He has perhaps abandoned that plan now. 

If God can change, perhaps He has changed His mind on this and other promises now. How could we be sure? 

Or perhaps His omnipotence will change someday, so that even though He wants to keep His promises, He will no longer be able to do so. 

Are you not glad our God is a Rock! Do you not see how important it is for a Christian to understand God’s unchangeableness? If God is not immutable then the whole basis of our faith begins to fall apart. This is because our faith and hope and knowledge all ultimately depend on a Person who is infinitely worthy of trust - because He is absolutely and eternally unchanging in His being, perfections, purposes, and promises! 

