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 D. Independent Self-Existence -


This is revealed in the name “Jehovah” which means “the existing One” (Ex. 3:13-14). He is the “I Am”, not the “I Have Been” or the “I Shall Be”. “I Am That I Am” means that the divine existence of God is totally independent of all causes. God was not caused by anything or anyone, but He is the cause of all things. God is dependent upon nothing, but all is dependent upon God. Nothing sustains God, but all things are sustained by Him. 

God is unique - one of a kind. God is not a “thing”. So when a man says, “everything must have a beginning;” that is only true for created things. Cause and effect can only be applied to created beings. The Being of God cannot be compared to another for there is no other like Him. (Isa. 40:18 ; 44:6 ; 44:8 ; 45:5 ; 45:21-22 ; 46:9) He alone is God; the uncaused, self-sustained One. 

God is absolutely independent and self-sufficient.(Acts 17:24-25 ; Rom.11:36 ; Col.1:16) If God is above all, He must be loved above all. (Ps.73:25) As independent and self-existent, God is essentially blessed or happy. (1 Tim. 1:11 ; 6:15) God is infinitely devoted to the preservation, display and enjoyment of His own glory. God is happy because...: Ps. 115:3 ; Ps. 33:10-11. He has the right and power and wisdom to do whatever makes Him happy. 

He is a God of peace. He is infinite in wisdom and spends no time grieving over mistakes. He is so infinite in holiness and knows no remorse for sin. There is absolute unity and perfect accord between the three persons in the Godhead. 

None of His purposes can be frustrated. He is never at the end of Himself. His resources are never diminished. He never faces an emergency. He knows nothing of crisis. He never resorts to any new deal, for His plans and purposes are all eternal. (Acts 15:18) 

We are limited and often at our wit’s end and helpless but God is the King of Eternity. (Job 42:2) 

Since sin destroys happiness and God is holy, nothing can mar His happiness. God’s happiness is the delight He has in Himself. 

Does God’s independence make us meaningless?
God created us and He has determined that we would be meaningful to Him. For in us He will display and enjoy His own glory - His own beautiful perfections (Isa. 43:7). Although God did not have to create us, He chose to do so in a totally free choice. He decided that He would create us to glorify Him. (Eph.1:11-12 ; Rev. 4:11) Not that we would add to His glory, but to recognize , acknowledge and display it. 

