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J. Faithfulness -

Faithfulness is a rarity in our world. It is a rare exception to find a man’s word to be an irrevocable pledge. Even vows today seem to be cast off thoughtlessly as evidenced by marriage infidelity and breakups. Indeed, faithfulness is a rare thing in this world. The human race began its downward course in the garden of plenty by unfaithfulness to its Creator, and by this same sin is destroying itself. Even among the saints of God and among His most faithful servants there is great unfaithfulness. Examine yourself. Is it not true that you have been unfaithful to Christ? Oh, how unfaithful we have been to the light, privileges, and responsibilities God has given us! 
But God is faithful! How refreshing! How blessed it is to lift our eyes above the world and above ourselves, to behold One who is faithful - faithful at all times and faithful in all things! 

How many times would our trials and temptations in this world have caused us to sink in utter dispair were it not for the truth of 1 Cor. 10:13? 
The faithfulness of God is good news or bad news depending upon whether a man be in Christ or not (Deut. 7:9-10). 
God’s faithfulness, like Himself, is great and infinite (Lam. 3:23; Ps. 89:8) 
God’s faithfulness is immutable. It is established in the heavens and will continue forever (Ps. 89:2, 33-35; Ps. 119:90; 2 Tim. 2:13). 

God’s faithfulness is the foundation of our trust and confidence in Him. He never forgets, never fails, never falters, and never forfeits His Word. Therefore we may confidently commit ourselves to Him and depend upon Him for all the mercies He has promised, both in this life and in the life to come (Heb. 10:23; 1 Peter 4:19; 1 Thess. 5:23-24; 1 Cor. 1:9). It is one thing to accept the faithfulness of God as divine truth. It is quite another to act upon it. God has given us many "exceedingly great and precious promises", but are we really counting on His fulfillment of them? Are we actually expecting Him to do for us all that He has said? Are we resting on these words - "He who promised is faithful". 

Do you judge God’s faithfulness by your circumstances and experiences? (Lam. 3:1-40) There are seasons in the lives of all of us when our faith is severely tested. Our belief that in God’s faithfulness is greatly tried when our human sight cannot seem to find a trace of the outworkings of His love. Cherished plans may be thwarted or fall apart. Friends upon whom we’ve relied may fail us. We may find it difficult, in our human reason, to harmonize this seeming frowning providence with His gracious promises. 

Be wary of Satan’s lying whispers. Remember he is the father of lies. Remember that day in the Garden of Eden. Who spoke the truth, God or Satan? Who was to be believed? Who was to be obeyed? The Deceiver raised a question about the goodness and trustworthiness of God. "How could God be working out your best when He is withholding something from you?" Let us not forget God is the source of truth; Satan is the source of lies and deception. We find right at the beginning of the Bible a great lesson to be learned. God is true and He always speaks the truth. Satan is a liar, who can be relied upon to lie. Satan is the great deceiver, who from the Garden of Eden onward has been seeking to lead men and woman astray, turning them away from the truth, and deceiving them into thinking and believing his lies. Who are you going to choose to believe? God is faithful! "Let God be true but every man a liar." (Rom. 3:4) [See Isa. 30:18; 40:27-31] 

God is faithful. He is faithful in sending sorrow as well as in giving joy. He is faithful in disciplining us. Discipline is training. It includes chastisement for rebellion, but it is not only that. God never afflicts without a reason (Ps. 119:75). Trouble and affliction are not only consistent with God’s love - they are expressions of His love to us! (Heb. 12:5-15; Hosea 5:15) 
"Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator." (1 Peter 4:19) Is this not the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ? [See 1 Peter 2:23] 

A.W. Pink stated, "When we trustfully resign ourselves and all our affairs into God’s hands, fully persuaded of His love and faithfulness, the sooner shall we be satisfied with His providence and realize that ‘He does all things well.’" 

God is truthful. He will always do what He says (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 7:28; Isa. 25:1; Heb. 6:17-18; Titus 1:1-2). God is truthful because He is the truth (John 14:6; 17:17). Thus He hates lying and false teaching (Prov. 30:5-6; Prov. 6:17, 19; Ps. 5:6; 2 Peter 2; Rev. 21:8, 22:15) Let us imitate our Lord and take care that our words are truthful (Col. 3:9-10; Eph. 4:25) - even the thoughts we speak to our own heart (Ps. 15:2). Like God, we should love truth and hate falsehood (Prov. 12:22). 

Ultimate reality is God. 

Sinner beware. If God is true and faithful, then He is true to His threatenings. (Ps. 11:6) Though He suffers long, He will not hold back forever. He is faithful to all His promises (Gen. 6:3; 2 Peter 3:4-7; Rom. 9:22; Rom. 2:5). 

To not trust God is a blasphemous sin against the God who is true and faithful (Heb. 11:6). Do you want to glorify God? Then believe Him and act accordingly (Rom. 4:20-21)! Let us not exchange the truth of God for a lie. 

Testimonies of God’s faithfulness fill the Scriptures (i.e. Gen. 15:13-16 with Ex. 12:35-36, 41; Isa. 7:14 with Matt. 1:23-25, Gal. 4:4-5 etc. ) 

If we truly believe that God is faithful, we should cease to murmur against His providence, cast our every care upon Him, and cease from worry and care. Let us pray for grace to honor Him by implicit confidence and faith, and to be faithful to Him in all things.

