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Hebrews 5:11-6:3
5: 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this will we do, if God permit.
Commentary: 
11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (Heb. 5:11-14)
We've been looking at the superiority of the new priesthood to the old. The writer has been contrasting the picture with the reality; the shadow with the substance, which is Christ. The old covenant was God's system of pictures and types, which are fulfilled in Christ. The writer turns now to another warning for those who neglect so great a salvation found in so great a High Priest. There needs to be concern for any "professor" of Jesus Christ who ceases to grow. A characteristic of living things is growth. That is also true of those who have been granted spiritual life. They grow in spiritual maturity. It seems that these particular "professors" addressed by the writer seemed to be clinging more to the pictures of the old than the Christ of the new. The old was the elementary principles. It had a purpose - to lead us to the full-grown truth of the new covenant. There is such a danger when people become "dull of hearing." Perhaps they have heard the truths over and over - so that they have a familiarity in their hearing but no penetration in their heart. Oh may we never become dull of hearing! May we never tire of hearing of Jesus Christ and Him crucified! May we never be satisfied to remain only with what we know of Him now, but may we continually study and search the Word to know our Beloved intimately from head to toe.

    What is thy beloved more than another beloved, 
        O thou fairest among women? 
    what  is thy beloved more than another beloved, 
        that thou dost so charge us?

    My beloved is white and ruddy,
        the chiefest among ten thousand.

    His head is as the most fine gold, 
        his locks are bushy, 
        and black as a raven.

    His eyes are as the eyes of doves
        by the rivers of waters, 
    washed with milk, 
        and fitly set.

    His cheeks are as a bed of spices, 
        as sweet flowers: 
    his lips like lilies, 
        dropping sweet smelling myrrh.

    His hands are as gold rings
        set with the beryl: 
    his belly is as bright ivory 
        overlaid with sapphires.

    His legs are as pillars of marble,
        set upon sockets of fine gold: 
    his countenance is as Lebanon, 
        excellent as the cedars.

    His mouth is most sweet: 
        yea, he is altogether lovely. 
    This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 
        O daughters of Jerusalem.
        (Song of Songs 5:9-16

These immature "professors" could not seem to get out of the "externals," "ceremonies," and "rituals." These can all be done in the flesh. However, the reality of a love relationship with Jesus Christ was not understood. Christ was not worshipped and adored. Verse 14 tells us maturity comes to those "who by reason of use have their senses excercised to discern both good and evil." Notice it does not say by reason of exposure. Those who, for God's glory, live out what they are learning gain an appetite for more. For what reason should God reveal Himself more to those who do not practice what they know? Hearing a truth over and over, without responding to it, eventurally causes one's conscience to harden over and the ears to become very dull of hearing. Our High Priest is a King - like Melchizedek. He reigns, and it is an honor for us to be directed by such an all-wise Ruler. He is the perfect Mediator, for He mediates between God and man, and He is God and Man! Do we not appreciate such a One and His grace toward us? "Come follow Me," should be the thrill of our hearts - though it be through suffering and tribulation - where He leads, let us follow. He knows where He's going - and where He goes we know and the way we know (Jn. 14:4,6). There is no turning back!

 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. (6: 1,2)
The word "leaving" in v.1 means to forsake or abandon. I believe the writer is exhorting his listeners to abandon their trust in the pictures of the old covenant and go on to the perfection found in Jesus Christ alone.

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. (Heb. 10:1)
I do not believe he is telling his listeners to drop the basics of Christianity, but that the shadows and sacrifices of the old priesthood can never make them acceptable before God.

 And this will we do, if God permit. (6:3)
Verse 3 seems to express the writer's desire to teach them the new covenant truth of Jesus Christ that will bring them to perfection. In fact, in the remainder of this epistle, he will do just that, if God gives them ears to hear. Do you hear the Good Shepherd's voice and follow Him? Then you are His sheep. For He Himself said, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." Praise God and the glory of His grace if you hear and are delighted to follow the Master. This is His work and His alone.

But if the servant plainly says, "I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free," then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever. (Ex. 21:5-6)
O, Lord, pierce this servant's ear! Your yoke is easy. Your burden is light. In Your service I find rest for my soul. Your commandments are not burdensome. As for Your ways, I find them perfect. As for Your Person, I find You perfect! Incline my heart to forget those things which are behind and reach forward to those things which are ahead. Let us together, as one flock, press toward the goal of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus! 

